Synergy: Facets of Research in Open Learning
distance education are : TV, Radio, Audio and Video Tapes,
Teleconferencing, Cable Television, Fascimile, Electronic Mail,
Computers, etc. With the help of media devices, it has become possible
to maintain standards and provide quality education. Effectiveness, a
broader perspective and cost- efficiency are the factors that encourage
the wider use of media in the instructional methodology of distance
education.
APPLICATION OF EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY TO
MANAGEMENT EDUCATION
The fast developments taking place in communication technology
have led to an increasing application of educational technology in the
area of management education too. In the Indian context the application
of educational technology is basically limited to radio and television in
a broad sense. This is because of the accessibility and affordability of
the media for learners. Computer-aided learning has also gained
importance since 1990, But as far as the application of educational
technology to distance education is concerned, the Indian Open
Universities use the broadcast/ telecast media and audio and video
tapes for instructional purposes in addition to the print medium. One
major drawback, however, is the limited availability of T.V. and radio
broadcast time for educational purposes, since a major chunk of radio
and T.V. time is allocated for commercial and entertainment purposes
by the Government owned mass media.
The following media are used significantly in the instructional
design of management education in Open Universities.
i) Radio Broadcast
Radio is one of the most powerful and cheapest media for transfer
of information which is used effectively in management education. Here
again, the often heard complaint from distance learners is that the
broadcast time is very limited. A majority of the students have expressed
the view that the time slots of radio broadcasts are not convenient for
them since these broadcasts are either in the early hours of the day or
late at night.
ii) Television
Television is another widely used mass communication device
because of its strong audio-visual impact. Television makes it possible
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